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URBAN NOMAD
What do Bangkok, Prague, Rome and Chicago 
have in common? They’re the latest additions 
to Louis Vuitton’s City Guides series. Another 
11 city guides have been updated, including 
Sydney, Paris, London and New York, and a 

mobile app covering 25 cities has been 
launched for iPhones and iPads (from the 

App Store). So you’re stylishly in touch, Louis 
Vuitton has produced monogrammed cases 
for the iPhone 6 ($345). au.louisvuitton.com

It takes a village to raise a child and, in the 
case of Albury, an entire city to create an 
art museum. 

Named MAMA, short for Murray Art 
Museum Albury, the $10.5 million complex 
opened in October after three years of 
community input and construction, linking  
the city’s 1860s Lands Office and its 1908 
town hall with a new eco-friendly building.

MAMA director Jacqui Hemsley 
attributes the early, enthusiastic response 
to the museum to input from “thousands” 
of people. “We talked to so many people 
in Albury and state-wide about the arts 
and what they liked, and didn’t restrict 
consultation to arts management boards 
and local government,” she says, “so we 
got a very clear indication that steered 
the project.”

The museum has one of the country’s 
finest collections of contemporary 
Australian photography, with more than 
600 works dating back to the ’60s. There’s 
a diverse calendar of exhibitions under 
way, including a hands-on Lego installation 
by Danish-Icelandic artist Olafur Eliasson 
and a video triology by Australian 
activist-artist Richard Bell opening on 17 
December. The museum’s coup, however, is 
the only southern-hemisphere appearance 
of Marilyn: Celebrating an American Icon, 
opening on 12 February and featuring 100 
paintings, photos and videos of the star  

by Andy Warhol, Cecil 
Beaton, Henri Cartier-
Bresson and others  
(546 Dean St, Albury, 
mamalbury.com.au).

The opening of MAMA follows the 
launch of the Yindyamarra Sculpture Walk 
along the Murray River, on the city’s 
western outskirts. Local indigenous artists 
have created 11 works about “respect for 
country” including Bogong Moth Migration 
by Ruth Davys and The Bigger Picture by 
Katrina Weston (alburycity.nsw.gov.au).

Newcomers to the food scene include 
Nord Bakery (499 Ebden St, South Albury) 
for almond croissants and Danish bread, 
and River Deck Café (48 Noreuil Pde, 
South Albury) for Milawa cornbread 
toasties. There’s a strong brunch following 
at The Proprietor (459 Townsend St, 
Albury), mini hazelnut crunch cakes at 
Geoffrey Michael Pâtissier (669 Dean St, 
Albury) and salted caramel éclairs at 
Patty’s Pâtisserie (556 Olive St, Albury).

Tucked away in inner-city AMP Lane 
is Boom Boom, a new wine bar. And across 
the river and interstate is Andiamo Street 
Food (97 High St, Wodonga) for 
piadine, and Broadgauge (Elgin 
Bvd, Wodonga), an old railway 
café transformed into a chic eatery 
with a nod to its heritage Wodonga. 
SUE WALLACE

GALLERY WATCH

RIVER DECK CAFÉ 
AT NOREUIL 
PARK, ALBURY

VENETIAN CLASS Calabria’s bergamot meets wood and spice from historical Venetian trade 
routes in Tom Ford’s Private Blend Venetian Bergamot EDP, $298 for 50ml. davidjones.com.au

PH
O

TO
G

R
A

PH
Y

 T
ED

 M
O

R
R

IS
O

N
 (

TO
M

 F
O

R
D

)

EDITED BY HELEN ANDERSON

travel NEWS
WHERE TO BE & WHAT TO SEE AROUND THE WORLD

Come to MAMA
Albury’s new art museum is part of a cultural  
and food boom for the riverside city. 

SPA PARTNERS
In the 13th century the Dominican friars of the Santa 
Maria Novella monastery in Florence foraged for  
herbs, plants and flowers to create remedies to use  
in their infirmaries. Their potions developed a cult 
following, fanned by the patronage of Catherine de 
Medici among others, and were made available to the 
public from the mid-17th century. The Farmaceutica  
di Santa Maria Novella remains a Florentine institution,  
and still sells Queen Catherine’s favourite scented water 
alongside an expansive range developed over centuries.  

Now the apothecary has opened its first spa, a 
partnership with Monteverdi, a luxe boutique hotel in 
the Tuscan hilltop town of Castiglioncello del Trinoro. 
Roman designer Ilaria Miani’s bare-boned, light-filled 
spa interiors reflect the company’s simple, all-natural 
appeal. And, this being Italy, almost everything on the 
treatment menu sounds tasty; the Full Monteverdi, for 
example, includes a sea-salt scrub of rosemary, lemon 
balm and sweet orange, The Spa at Monteverdi, Via di 
Mezzo, Castiglioncello del Trinoro, Sarteano, Italy, 
monteverdituscany.com ALICE CAVANAGH 

MONTEVERDI

MAMA
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